











of cremation burials in favor of inhumation in stone-lined
cist graves, which took place c. 550 B.C., was the focus of
the investigation. First I presented a corpus of approxi-
- mately 165 graves which can be dated in twenty-five year
periods, before and immediately after this change, c. 625-
525 B.C. Numerous difficulties were posed: how is one to
know, for example, whether the objects found in a grave
were made at the same time, or whether the grave was used
only once, or repeatedly?.  The associations of different
types of pottery in a single grave -had -always been used to
give absolute dates to these various classes, but not al-
ways with sufficient awareness of the limits of the evi-
dence provided. My chronological schema was based on the
general patterns of associations which can be discerned, _
but laced with the necessary cautions.

The development of grave forms is not as clear-cut as
I might wish. Some inhumations occur before 550, some cre-
mations after; infant burials in jars were common through-
out the century; chamber tombs were continuously used at
Kameiros, but never at Ialysos; and the evidence for the
period from 600 to 550 is not as strong as for either 625-
600 or 550-525. Moreover, the explanation for the change
is elusive. Burial customs varied considerably .throughout -
the Greek world during this period, without reflecting any
obvious sociological, religious or ethnic differences among
city states. We know very little of the history of Rhodes
in the Archaic period. Archaic Kameiros has not been re- -
covered; Archaic Ialysos, apart from the sanctuary to
Athena on Mt. Philerimos, has not even been located! The
patterns of the differing types and sources of grave goods
deposited should reveal some answers, or at least hypo-
theses to be tested, when future excavations provide new
evidence.

- I made various trips within Turkey to look at some
important published collections of Archaic East Greek pot-
tery: Adana, for material from Tarsus; Istanbul, for '
Xanthos, Larisa on the Hermos and Troy VIII; Antakya, for
finds from Al Mina; and Manisa, for some pieces from
Sardis. -

I would 1like to thank ARIT and the Ministry of Culture
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of the Turkish Republic, especially the General Diréctorate

of Antiquities and Museums, for allowing me to spend two
most stimulating years in Turkey,
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THE LOWER

EUPHRATES-

ARCHAE. GICAL

PROJECT

by Marie-Henriette Gates

In the fall of 1977, the

~~Middle East Technical University, -

under the auspices of the Turkish
Department of Antiquities, ad-
dressed an international appeal
for an immediate archaeological
salvage program in the Lower
Euphrates Basi :
prises some three hundred sites
(as surveyed by a team led by M.
0zdogan, published as Lower
Euphrates Basin 1977 Survey, METU

Lower Euphrates Project Publica-

~tions, Series 1, No. 2). They’
will be flooded as-a result of

~ the construction of: two hydro-

electric dams: the first, .
Karakaya, east-.of:Malatya; the -
second, Karababa, 160 km. down-
stream. The series cover, as can
be expected, oroad range of

. Near Eastern?pr€h¥story and his-

tory, from Palaeolithic-caves to

the major city of Samsat,- ancient. :

Samosata. It is moreover a -

region in which little systematic:

excavation has taken place, with
the exception of the Italian ex-

‘tion at Habibusagi (Izoli).
-ther important excavations, at -
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peditions at Malatya. The
Turkish government was conse-
quently eager for a broad .e-
sponse to its invitation and has
encouraged prompt organization of
exXcavation teams, both Turkish
and foreign. By 1978-79, more
than half a dozen had begun to
excavate. The number has now
doubled, and should increase be-
fore the. dams ‘are completed in
1987-88.

The area included in this
project divides itself predict-

*ably irto “tiwo cultural'zones.
.The northern, Malatya area shows

eastern Anatolian affinities, and

- promises further clarification.of

the findings from the Keban
area's salvage excavations. At

- present, the north has attracted
~ a smaller number of excavators,
- perhaps partly because of the

seeming provinciality of this
area in antiquity. Five teams
have begun, and in two cases com-

pleted, investigations on sites
‘ranging from the very important
~pre-pottery Neolithic settlement

of Cafer (excavated by J. Cauvin

~of the C.N.R.S) through the

Bronze Age to fairly recent
times. This selection includes
one Urartian fortress (Horis
Kale, investigated by B. Ogiin) to
complement the cuneiform inscrip-
Fur-

Yarim Tepe and Pirot, should be-
gin shortly.
The southern, Urfa-Adiyaman



area is, in contrast, an exten-
sion of the Mesopotamian-North
Syrian world. The sites tend
towaggllarge mounds, with Samsat
the largest at a height of forty
meters. Two seasons of excava-
tion there under the direction of
Nimet 6zgﬁg have uncovered Seljuk
remains, the latest in a series
of settlements leading back at
least to Chalcolithic (Uruk)
times. A German team (under H.
Hauptmann) across the Euphrates
at the large site of Lidar has
found that the Early Bronze Age
(Akkadian) settlement covered a
broad, accessible terrace at the
foot of the mound proper, and
that the mound itself presents a
considerable thickness (six to
seven meters) of post-Iron Age
deposits. The smaller southern
mounds under investigation date
principally to the Chalcolithic
and Early Bronze Ages (Hassek, .
Hayaz), although at Tille (under
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D. French of the B.I.A.A.) the
remains include Roman construc-
tions associated with the river
crossing there. North of Samsat,
a Middle Palaeolithic site is be-
ing examined by G. Albrecht. It

‘is also in the Samsat area that

the two American groups are work-
ing, one at Tatar Hiuyuk south of
Samsat (under L. Marfoe of Johns
Hopkins University; first season
in 1980); the second at
Gritille, across the Euphrates
fromLidar (undér R. Ellis of
Bryn Mawr College; due to begin
in 1981). Both mounds date in
large part to the Bronze Age.
Despite this apparent flurry
of archaeological activity, the
problem of retrieving an adequate
survey of the material in these
areas remains acute. One hopes
that these fifteen teams repre-
sent the advance scouts, and that

more will join _them before the . _

eight years of grace have passed.
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