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on Tuesday, April 13, 2021, at 7:00 p.m.

Declaring the formal equality of all Ottoman subjects,
the Reform Edict of 1856 stated that henceforth no
“class of people” in the empire could be held inferior to
another. The Syriac Christians were thus faced with a
dilemma: could they be said to constitute a discrete and
distinguishable “class of people” of their own? In the
ensuing decades, an abiding concern of the Syriac
Christians was to convince their Ottoman imperial
administrators that, yes, they could—that
notwithstanding centuries of Armenian tutelage, the
Syriac Christians were a historically independent
“millet” comparable to those of the larger Christian
communities in the empire. To achieve such
recognition, the Syriacs would have to strike the correct
balance between, on the one hand, an assertion of their
communal distinctiveness warranting administrative representation independent of the Armenians, and on the
other, a demonstration of their conformity to the model of millet difference that organized the post-Tanzimat
state’s new system of “Ottomanist” pluralism. Yet state recognition was only half of the story. In an era of
census counts, population registers, and representative provincial councils, the central church under the
patriarch in Mardin had to ensure that the Syriac Christians correctly identified themselves as such to the state
in order for the category “Syriac” to achieve representative purchase. The nineteenth-century project of
Ottoman pluralism thereby precipitated a wide-ranging process of communal reorganization, in addition to a
discourse of Syriac historical distinctiveness and authenticity.

Henry Clements is a Ph.D. Candidate in History at Yale University. His work on the modern history of the
Syriac Christians considers the relations between historicism, authenticity, and the academic study of ‘Eastern
Christianity.” His dissertation research has been supported by the Mellon Foundation’s Council on Library and
Information Resources, Ko¢ University’s Research Center for Anatolian Civilizations (ANAMED), and the
Council of American Overseas Research Centers.
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Register in advance for this meeting:
https://zoom.us/meeting/reqister/tJUoceuogTkiGO9GLINbINfJIDwWD8S8HDUfEOQES9h

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
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