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This talk suggests ways of looking at 
Ottoman history from an 
environmental lens and from the 
perspective of one of its largest and 
most lucrative provinces. In it, I will 
introduce the broad field of Ottoman 
environmental history and offer some 
insights from my own work. 

 

This lecture is online.  Please register: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkce-vrjsvEteNwy0uY9iLXU7HaEV8IYfw#/registration 

Alan Mikhail is Professor of Ottoman and Middle Eastern History and Chair of the Department of History at Yale 
University.  He is the author of several prize-winning books:  My Egypt Archive (2022), winner of the 2023 Victor 
Turner Prize in Ethnographic Writing, Society for Humanistic Anthropology, American Anthropological 
Association; God's Shadow: Sultan Selim, His Ottoman Empire, and the Making of the Modern World (2020), winner 
of the 2021 Gold Medal in World History, Independent Publisher Book Awards; and four that focus on environmental 
history: Under Osman's Tree: The Ottoman Empire, Egypt, and Environmental History (2017), winner of the 2018 M. 
Fuat Köprülü Book prize, Ottoman and Turkish Studies Association; The Animal in Ottoman Egypt (2014); Nature and 
Empire in Ottoman Egypt: An Environmental History (2011); and a volume he edited, Water on Sand: Environmental 
Histories of the Middle East and North Africa (2013).  
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