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Asbestos is often thought of as a building material of the past – used as a foundational 
component for everything from car brakes to housing insulation – and linked with the rare lung 
disease mesothelioma. However, the anthropological and archaeological literature rarely 
discusses craft production using asbestos and its underlying effects on craftspeople. This 
lecture will discuss the production of asbestos-tempered pottery in prehistoric and modern 
Eskişehir, Türkiye, focusing on the Early Bronze Age settlement and cemetery of Küllüoba 
and the modern town of Mihalıççık. Through a combined technological and ethnographical 
study, it was found that potters in both instances exploited their surrounding natural landscape, 
containing toxic yet strengthening minerals, allowing for the creation of the most robust pots. 
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