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The paper, part of my book project, will examine debates on the collapse of the Safavid dynasty in 1722 and 
the triple division of Iran by Russia, the Ottoman empire and Afghan rebels. I will compare the emergence 
of the paradigm of ‘decay and decline’ prevalent in both Safavid and Ottoman studies and show how we can 
overcome it through a close analysis of Ottoman archives on the societies and economies of borderland 
regions between empires.   
 
Fariba Zarinebaf is Professor of History at the University of California-Riverside. She specializes in the urban, 
social, legal, gender and economic history of the Middle East and the Mediterranean world with an emphasis 
on Iran, the Ottoman Empire and France in the early modern era. She also studies imperial borderlands in 
the early modern period. Her current book project is entitled, The Last of the Silk Caravans: Cross-Cultural 
Trade, Warfare, and Urban Encounters on Ottoman-Safavid Borderland. 
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