% THE ANKARA FRIENDS OF ARIT %
ﬁm Atatiirk Bulvar1 154/13 Cankaya - Ankara, Turkey w
Tel: (312) 427-2222; Fax: (312) 427-4979;
E-mail: ankfarit@gmail.com

Womanizing the Home:
Domestic Modernity and
Ambivalence in
Mid-Century Tiirkiye
by

Secil Ozcan Geylani
Baskent University, Department of
Architecture

3 December 2025,
Wednesday 7:00 pm (Turkish time)
Hybrid

This presentation investigates how Turkish modernity in the mid-20th century was articulated,
materialized, and contested through the intertwined discourses of literature and architecture, with
particular focus on gendered meanings of the modern home. In the 1950s, American cultural influence
introduced new ideals of domestic modernity through household appliances, interior aesthetics, and
new home arrangements. Architectural magazines of the period presented the “modern Turkish home”
as a rational, hygienic, and efficient space of reform and progress, designed to facilitate women’s
domestic work. Yet in contemporary fiction, women inhabiting these modern homes appear as
conflicted figures and symbols of modernization constrained by it.

This talk examines this tension by tracing the emergence of the “womanized” home in architecture and
literature. In architectural discourse, home became feminized through the visual language of brightness,
cleanliness, and refinement, while women were positioned as aesthetic bearers of modernity rather than
its agents. In literature, domestic interiors mirrored women’s psychological landscapes, transforming
the house into a metaphor for ambivalence: a space of belonging and alienation, intimacy and exposure.
By the early 1960s, with urbanization and the rise of apartment life, women’s spatial and social visibility
extended beyond the domestic sphere. Yet, this movement also signaled the erosion of the home as a
refuge and the emergence of loneliness as a distinctly modern effect.

Through this interdisciplinary reading, this presentation argues that Turkish modernity in the context of
domesticity was not merely built, but was experienced through the everyday negotiations of women
living within the contradictions of a feminized modern home.
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